Walker County Sole Commissioner Vote Petition

Citizens of Walker County Georgia
February 13, 2015

Senator Jeff Mullis,

Rep. John Deffenbaugh,

Rep. Steve Tarvin,

Walker County GOP Leadership

Dear Gentlemen,

For the last seven decades, Walker County has operated under sole-commissioner government.
The time has come to move beyond that antiquated system, but Walker County voters haven’t
been given an opportunity to choose their form of governance in at least a generation.

That’s why we now appeal to you for legislation putting control of sole-commissioner
government in the hands of voters. During this year’s legislative session, pass a resolution
giving Walker County a vote to keep or drop sole commissioner leadership.

We are not asking you to take a personal position on this issue or change the system directly,
only asking that you let US vote for ourselves to retain sole commissioner government in the
county or replace it with a multi-member commission. Simply open the door for a local vote
concerning the system of governance that impacts Walker County citizens most directly.

Frustration with the current commissioner has led many to seek a change in government, but
this petition goes beyond just the current occupant of the commissioner’s office. Regardless of
who holds the office, regardless of their political affiliation, the time has come to move into the
future and settle this controversial issue the way it should be settled: in the voting booth.

As you know, there’s no legal standard regarding the number (or type) of petition signatures
needed to force a vote on this issue - state law places responsibility solely on you who
represent us in Atlanta. The purpose of this petition is to make you aware of constituent
demand for such a vote so you can take the necessary steps to make it happen.

The 2,045 who signed this petition represent every community of Walker County, from corner
to corner. Signers include business owners, teachers, members of law enforcement, church
leaders, officials of several cities, medical professionals, a former state legislator, average

citizens, taxpayers, and voters.

We eagerly await your response to this petition and hope to see you take action towards giving
citizens their deserved voice in choosing the future direction for Walker County.

Sincerely,

The Undersigned Citizens and Taxpayers of Walker County Georgia
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